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FAST PASSING AWAY
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Only a Few of the Natives Are Left
in Australia.

-

MANY QUEER HABITS AND CUSTOMS

Woman Not Rank High
With These People.

-

Does

THROWING THE BOOMERANG

- = e
iCuprright. 1901, by Frank G. Carpenter.)
Spectal Correspondence of The Evening Star
BERISBAN ustralla.
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Their Simple Wardrobes.

This girl had en European clothes. In
the intertor parts of north Australla
the natives wear no clmthes whatever.
Both men and women go naked, or

at best have only a few ornaments In thelr
halr, noses and ears. with perhaps a string
or two about the walst. In northwestern
Queensland the patives use belts of human
hailr during certain ceremonies, and they
often stripe their bodies with paint. They
sometimes have grass necklaces and strings
of opossum skins about thelr shoulders.
They tle bands about their hair to keep it
from falling into thelr eyes, and for the
pame reasons soak It stiff with fat or clay.
Halr grease I8 evervwhere profusely used,
and It s not uncommon for a native to glve
himself a coat of fish oll whenever he can
get jt. This envelopss him In a raneid
smell which {8 very offensive to Europeans.
The methods of hairdressing vary. The
halr §s often bound up with cloths, and the
knuckle bones of the kangaroo are so fas-
tened to 1t that they hang down over the
ears; in some parts kangaroo teeth are fas-
tened to the forslocks. so that they hang
down and rest on the forehead between the

eyebrows., About Port Darwin in north-
western Australla the n and women use
nose pins, some of w h are ten Inches

lorg. The nose is plerced in the center,
and, being pulled down, these pins are

Boomerang.
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When they heal they leave ridges on the

body as thick as your finger. These scars
are found on the back and chest, and on
the biceps muscles. They are sometimes
on the thighs and stomachs. Among other
tribes little pleces of skin are cut out to
mike scars, the victlms yelling with pain
during the operation.

As to the scars of the women, these are
often made by the men in way of punish-
ment. They look upon the women as their
slaves, and when angry club them and cut
them with thelr tomahawks and spears.

HOMESTEAD.

If the woman i= killed it makes little dif-
ference. for she i= looked upon as the prop-
¢rty of the man who supports her, and a
man may do what he lfkes with his own.

A Chance for the New Woman,

There is no place in the -world where the
new woman could work to better advan-
tage than among these ahorigines, I doubt
whether there are people in the wilds of

who treat the women =o badly, The
the plavthing and slave of her hus-

She has no rights th any man Is
o to respect, and if caught away from
any man will maltreat her. As a

et =he i= sold or given away by her

- or brethers, and after marriage she
drudge and slave. The hus nd ean

H give his wife away. He can forbid
speatking to any oither man, and in
some tribes she is not allowed to exchange
a word with her grown-up brothers., She
is often a bride at the age of ten, and there |
are few native gi who are not married
before they rea xXteen. There are, 1|
am told. many bachelors, but no old maids,
- even an ugly girl can work, and a man
the right to as many wives as he ean

He leaves all his work to his wives,

The

Most 111-Treated Women
World.

in the

and the more wives he has the richer he is,
When a2 man dies«his widows go to his
nldest brother, who can keep them or dis-
of them, he The elder
brother has the right to give awav or trade
off his sisters, and the same right bhelongs
to the father, who often trades the fe-
males of the family for wives for his sons.

Can't Complain for Want of Work.

The native woman Australia
complain that all the professions
tribe are not open to her.
work, from building the
the food and nursing the
the tribes are nomadie. They build little
shelters of bark or skins wherever they
camp, starting a new village at each stop-
ping place. In traveling the women carry
all the belongings of the family. They are
laden down like pack horses and walk along
hent over behind their husbands, who, per-
haps, carry nothing but thelr boomerangs
amnd clubs. As soon as theéey come to a new
camp the woman cuts the bark and builds
the hut. Bhe then goes out and dlgs roots
picks frult and elimbs the trees to chop
out the larvae of warms, which she cooks
for breakfast. She often carries her child
with her while at this work, layving it on
the ground as she digs. She cuts the wood
and carries the water, and when she falls
behind she is usually sure of a whipping.
As a result of such treatment she ages rap-
idly, her hair grows gray and her face
wrinkles, and as a rule she dles at about
thirty. Even the men seldom Hve to be
more than fifty.

What the Nantives Eat.

The lives of the aborigines are shortened
by expasure and dlet. In point of intelll-
gence they are said to be as low as any
people of the world, and they live and act
more like animals than human belngs. Thelr
food is largely vegetable, Including all sorts
of roots. They thrash seeds out of differ-
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ent kinds of grasses and collect weeds
which they eat as we do water cress and
lettuce. One of their favorlte dishes is

wild honey, which they find in the hollow

trees. They colleet wlld fruits and thelr
bread is made of grass seeds molstened and
ground between stones into a flour. This

flour is then made into dough and eaten
elther coonked or Taw.,

Among the curious viands of which they
are fond are ants, worms and snakes. There
are ants all over Australia, and certaln
varieties of them are caught by the ahorig-
ines. The native stands upon an ant hill and
stamps with his feet, whercupon the ants
run up his legs. After his shunks are well
coated he serapes them off and eats them.
The larger kinds of ants are roasted or
dried in the sun.

Another delicacy I1s the bheetle, which 1is
consumed both in the worm or larva and
in the matured insect, The worms are
pleked cut of the rotten trees and cooked
In red-hot ashes Foreigners who have
eaten them say they are not at all bad, and
}i-.;.: they look and taste much like an ome-
let.

Snakes of all kinds are caught anad roasted
and also lizards, especially the ignana, 'l‘h(:
lguana Is an enormous lizard. It Is eaten
throughout South America and has flesh
much like that of a young chicken. Its
“eEs are a delicacy and are greedlly de-
voured by the savages.

The natives are also fond of grasshop-
pers and locusts. There are sometimes
swarms of the latter, when the women
giather them by the basketful and the peo-
ple have a great feast. They first throw
the grasshoppers into the fire to burn off
the wings and legs and then drag hem out
and roast each Erasshopper  separately.
The flesh so prepared tastes not unlike
roasted chestnuts.

As Hunters and Trackers,

The Australians tell me that the natives
have more ability than s generally sup-
posed. They show the evidence of rea-
soning powers and are such excellent
hunters and trackers that they are largely
emploved as such by the whites, Here in
Queensland they take the place that blosd-
hounds had in slavery days. They can trall
anything. They follow eriminals on horse-
back and almost Invariably eatch them.
There are now 121 such men on the Queens-
land police force, each of whom recelves a
.-;nlatry of about 10 cents a day and his
uod.

As hunters they catch the largest game
without firearms. They trap emus, hunt-
ing them with native dogs, driving them
Into nets and catching them in pitfalls. In
the wllds the hunters station themselves
near the water holes and walt until the
emu comes down to drink. They then ri
Up a net across its path, drive it in, ang
when it has become entangled destroy it
with their spears, clubs or boomerangs.
They have a call by which they imitate the
volce of the emu, much as our mountaln-
eers do that of the turkey in wild turkey
hunting. The emu whistle 18 made b
pounding on a piece of hollow log in suc
a way that it gives forth a pecullar
sound. Sometimes a man will cover him-

self with bushes and thus sneak upon the
emu and kill him,

Kangaroos are caught In nets, and

| hunting

| woes are due to sOreery,

are also run down with dogs and spears.
The natives trap birds of all kinds and in
all sorts of ways. They catch pigeons b
throwing nets over them as they sit
about the water holes. They go into the
water with bushes about their heads and
sneak upon the ducks and cranes which
are swimming there, They also catch fish
with nets, and sometimes poison the water
with certain plants and capture the fish
ag they rise to the surface. They catch
catfish by tramping through the streams
and getting the fish under their feet. In
such cases the native kills the fish by bit-
ing deeply into its flesh just back of the
head. He then throws it out upon the
bank, knowing that it will not wriggle its
way back into the water, and feels about
for more.

The Question of Cannibals.

There is no doubt but that the Australian
aborigines are more or less cannibals, The
records show that they have always been
go, and that the eating of human flesh ex-
{sts in some parts of Australia today. Carl
Lumholtz, to whom I am indebted for
some of the informatlon in this letter, has
written a book, entitled ““Among the Canni-
bals,”" pleturing his travels through the
camps of the Australian aborigines; the
government records also contaln instances
of eannibalism. About twelve years
ago a man named Edwards saw the na-
tives roasting an Infant in one of thelr
ovens. He watched the blacks open the
body and begin eating the fat, but the
sight made him so faint that he was not
able to continue his observations,

Lumholtz says the natives
Hke the flesh of a black man, and that
anv sort of a human being Is eaten
as the choicest delicacy. There are
parts of this state of Quensland where
children who die suddenly are roasted, and
there are proofs that native children have
heen killed for food. In western Queens-
land the flesh of the pure blacks is pre-
ferred., but half-caste children are roasted
and eaten. It is said, however, that the
people do not care for white man’s flesh,
although they are by no means adverse to

especlally

a rare hit of Chinaman. There 1s one In-
stance recorded of ten Chinamen being eat-
en at one dinner, and the statement Is
made that the preference for such meat

over that of the white man s }!l"t';itl.‘ﬂ" ‘Ihe
white man eats animal food, while l.!ltﬁ‘ Chi-
nese contine themselves largely to rice and
vegetables,

Throwing the Boomernng.

I bought several boomerangs the other
day. paying abour 50 cents aplece for them.
They are merely little flat bows made of
wood, ecach about two inches wide and from
twentv inches to a vard long. They have
a4 natural twist in them, and are so shaped
that when thrown they return to Nlt'lt'“‘ll-
er.  The natives display great skill in
throwing them, but do not, as I had sup-
posid, use them to any extent as a weapon
of war. For tighting and for all heavy
they prefer spears and lances.
They huave spears which weigh as much as
four or tive pounds, and which are eight or
nine feet in length, Some spears are
barbed with bone, tlint or iron. The na-
tives throw them with great skill, and are
s0 treacherous in their use that the ex-
plorer has to watceh out that he does not
receive a spear in his back. The boom-
vrang i sometimes used for Killing small
birds, but it is to a large extent a play-
thing.

Ghosts and Witeh Doctors.

As far as T can learn, the aborigines have
no Great Father like that of our Indians,
although they believe in a future state and
happy hunting grounds. They have a great
dread of ghosts and demons, and think that
certain places, such as caves and thickets,
are haunted by them. They have witch
doctors who eure their diseases, which they
think come from the spirits. The doctors
pretend to locate the demon, and they suck
pleces of wood out of the body where the
pain Is. They believe that most of their
and that certain
mern can cause others to fall stek and die
If they so wish. They believe their medi-
cine men e make rain, and hold them re-
sponsible  for all their sufferings. They
have all sorts of charms to hring on and
ward off evil spirits, and of late have an-
nounced their bhelicf that the white settlers
are dead natives come to life again, and
that they themselves will after death aguln
appear as white men.

Queer Methods of Burial.

The future state of the ahorigine depends
largely on how he is buried, and the men
are very careful to Inter thelr dead after
certaln rites.  Ag to the women and chil-
dren, they are of no account, efther dead
or allve, and ther remains are usnualiy
rolled up in rugs or between sheets of bark
and thus buried. A womuan will often ear-
ry a dead child for a month before she
buries it, laving the body under her head
at nlght and sleeping upon it, notwith-
standing the horrible odor.

The men are usually bundled up hefore
burfal. The knees of the corpse are foreed
up to Its neck and tied there, the arms are
tied to the sides and the calves forced up
to the thighs and there tied. Then a TUg
or some pieces of bark are fastened about
the body, and It 1s burled three or four feet
deep In the sand, a mound covered with
lngs being erected above it,

In other parts of Australia cremation is
practiced, while In other sections the dead
bodies are dried before the fire until they
turn into mummlies. Some tribes lay the
dead out upon platforms In the trees and
allow the birds to clean the bones, just as
the Parsees do upon thelr Towers of Bi-
lenct_‘ at Bombay. After this the bones are
buried In the earth or dropped Into a hol-

low tree. FRANK G. CARPENTER.,
—_—
WHY MEN BECOME DRUNK.
Philosophy of Inebriety Considered

by a Learned Writer.
From the New York Evening Post.

A paper just published by Sir Lauder
Brunton anl Dr., Zunnicliffe upon *“Cer-
taln Apparently Injurious Constituents of
Potable Spirits” goes a long way toward
explaining the reason for the various phys-
loiogleal symptoms arising from overindul-
gence In aleoholic liguors, particularly of
whisky. Their researches show that while
Intoxication Is undoubtedly caused by the
ethyl aleohol In the liquor, the actual way
in which Inebriates get drunk, or get s0-
ber after being drunk, depends on the qual-
fty of the liquor partaken of, and that
this quality is posiuvely Impurity called
“furfural,” which the whisky contains,
The source of furfural In the manufacture
of whisky la a zlass of substance known
as pentosans; these are derived from the
cellulose of the grain husks, and under the
Influence of that, in the presence of acids,
are, in the wash-still, converted into fur-
fural.

This furfural in the body tends to pass
into 1ts corresponding acid, thus diminish-
ing the dlkalinity of the blood, which, ac-
cording to most physiclans, favors the oc-
currence of gouty deposits in the juints.
The physlologleal ection of pure furfural
on animals and man was studied and led
to interesting results, It gives rise, it ap-
pears, to paralysis of the voluntary mus-
cles and to clonic and tonie convulsions.

The odd point, however, about these
symptoms is their transient nature; imme-
dlately after the injectlon of the drug the
animal would fall completely paralyzed,
convulsions would ensue, and the animal
would then become rapidly nermal. The
human subjects who were brave enough to
take this active poison in the same dose
suffered from throbblng headaches, which
lasted for a day. This result leads to the
most Interesting peint of the research. It
will probably be generally admitted that
the commonest results of too free potations
on the human subject 18 a bad, throbbing
headache, and this headache appears to be
directly caused by the furfural impurity of
the liguor.

The reason that old whisky is less llable
to cause headache than new is that ma-
turatlon diminishes the amount of furfural
which it contains. This effect of matura-

tlon can also be obtained by distilling the

fresh spirit with phenyl-hydrazine-sulphon-
ate. By thls means the authors were able
to obtain the effect of it upon animals, com-
parlnﬁ it with that of the same spirit be-
fore distillatlon. They found that in the
case of the original spirit drunkenness was
entirely absent, and on becoming sober the
animal appeared perfectly normal and took
food, with relish. Curlously, all “plck-me-
ups,'’ such as citrate of caffeine, are just
such substances as neutralize furfural,

‘“Why did she break the engagement?"

“He told her that she was the only girl
he had ever kissed.”

“What of 1t?7”

“Whr she naturally remn;z& that he
was eit eg untruthful or absurdedly fool-
ish, 0 was ¥ worth having In
either case.""—Chicago Post.

Bentimental and—ahem—thirty (7)—“Did
he say he knew me when I was a girl?”
“Sweet Twenty"-—"0h, no! He sald he

remembers you when he was a boy!"—
Punch.

PHYSICAL TRAINING

—

Athletics DiBGIJ.BBBd; by a College
Presideilt;

THE BENEFITS OF OUTDOOR SPORTS

General Trend Toward Manliness
and Other Desirable Qualities.

GOLF AND BUSINESS MAN

Written for The Evenlng Btar.

Physical training is becomIng a perma-
nent fashion and Is calling to its aid the
scholarship and wisdom of FEurope and
America. In some form or other, we are
told, It s now provided In nearly 300
American colleges and by more than 400
Young Men's Christian Associations. Bev-
eral hundred eitles have made it a part of
the public school system. The Germans in
our country have established hundreds of
gymnasiums, while athletic news fills more
columns in the great eity journals than do
the debates in Congress.

I meet men past middle age who are al-
most stupified by the widespread athletic
interest in onur country. Some of them are

college men, who gained their exercise
sawing wood or shoveling snow, mowing
lawns or doing other “chores.” Some of

these very worthy men sigh for “the good
old times,” when foot ball and tennis, base
ball and golf, bieveling and boating were
never thought of as a part of college life.
To me one of the saddest sights is a mid-
dle-aged or old man, who has never Iv:l]’_lwd
to play, who has no resources of relaxation,
who cares little for any exercise In the
outer world that 1s not directly and nar-
rowly useful. I have known grand men
who have broken down utterly and become
nervous wrecks largely because the play
element in human nature had never been
fostered In them.
Training Carefully Directed.

On thing must be said In defense of col-
lege athletics against much hasty eriticism,
and that Is this, that physical training is
under careful superviston in all our best
colleges.  Men who have made a thor-
ongh study of the anatomy of the human
body, men and women who have glven
veara of special Investigation of the prob-
lems of health, supervise and direct the
physieal life of the young people commit-
ted to their charge. Before athletle con-
tests are possible, the young people of our
colleges must be thoroughly examined, and
over all the physical training, so varlous
and so useful, which Is now provided there
Is wise and careful oversight,

Moral Advantages of Athletics.

T wish, first of all, to speak of the moral
advantages of college athletles. A great
preacher, who 1s also an educator, sald In
my hearlng recently that the greatest pow-
er of morals in the moderf college Is the
gyvmnasium. He =aid this d&iberately, hav-
ing had wide experience W th young men
and knowing the speclal ‘femptations to
which they are exposed. President Eliot
wrote that “no American cdllege, wherever
situated, possesses any metiod of discipline
which avails for the supprassfon or exclu-
sion of vice. The vielous student can find
all means of indulgence in the smallest vil-
lage, and the worst viees gre the stillest.
It Is a distinet advantage.df the German
university method that it dbes nat pretend
to maintain any parental or monastle dis-
cipline over Its students, but frankly tells
them they must govefn themselves. The
moral purpose of a unlversity's poliey
ghould be to train men to self-control and
self-reliance through liberty.™

There 13 a large measure of truth In this
expression of opinion, but T fear that if the
gvmnasium and the athletic fleld were
taken out of the modern college we should
not be able to say with President Eliot that
an active and Interesting university “is the
safest place In the world for yvoung men
who have anvthing In them—far safer than
the counting room, shop, factory, farm,
harrack, forecastle or ranch.' belfeve
that it I1s the general testimony of eareful
obzgervers, and especially of teachers of
phyvsteal enlture, that the athletic life 1s a
moral safeguard for young men. It glves

them an outlet for thelr energies in the
most  earnest, temptable and combative
period of physical manhood; it helps to

send pure blood to the brain; it Keeps the
mind from introspection; it eontrols the
heart In the perlod when youth Is most
sensitive and sentlmental, and promotes an
all-round healthfulness.
_The aroused Interest In athleties has been
a great advantage to women as well as to
men, and the new Amerlean woman has a
physical vigor and fortitude which give
promlse of a better and stronger race,
Renefits of College Athleticws.

From the observations which I have made
in the last few years of the aroused and
widening Interest In college athleties I am
persuaded that the advantages are great
and permanent; that the evils are subordi-
nate and temporary.

I always think of John Milton In hls
youth as a man whose moral courage was
backed by physical courage. He was a
fencer and one who loved the outdoor life
which he has pictured in "“L'Allegro” and
“I1 Penseroso.” 1 always think of Wash-
Ington as an outdoor man in whom there
was an almost perfect balance of the phys-
ical, mental and moral qualities. Gladstone

yas a great walker and could wield the
ax with a vigor and skill equal to his
strength and expertness in debate. Charles
Kingsley was an outdoor man. One who
walks through the quadrangle of Oxford
and Cambridge and notes the English stu-
dents of today must be dellghted with their
fresh complexions, thelr vigorous step, their
cleanly look and well-groomed appearance.
Few specimens of young manhood equal to
them can be found elsewhere. The German
university students appear flabby and weak
in the comparison. In the German army
we sce officers who are more like the men
of the English universlties, but the heer-
swilllng and dueling German student does
not satisfy the lover of physical strength
and symmetry,

One cannot reach the age of fifty and
see much of human life without the convie-
tion that the physical, after all, is the
basis of success In life, in business, in the
professions and in everyvthing else. How
many dyspeptie, sleepless, anxious-minded
professional men are early disabled and
lnid aside because they have not early
learned to take care of the body and had
no joy In any of the out-door sports, some
of thﬁm very simple, by which human life
and ehergy are prolonged.

Golf for the Middle Aged.

The widened and growlng enthusiasm for
the game of golf, which 18 fitted to men
and women of sixty and seventy, as well as
to the boys and girls of sixteen, is to me
one ol the encouraging signs of the times.
I know a banker In Chicago whose pre-
carlous health made his family nervous,
and cast him Into frequent fits of depres-
ston, who has been physically regenerated
on the golf llnks. He has something that
glves him perpetual ipterest, which takes
him out of himself and out into Qod's great
world of alr and sky and field. An earlier
use of the driver, cllque and putter would
have saved many a minister, lawver and
business man from a nervous collapse.

Some Evils of College Athletics.

Some of the evils of college athletics
are beginning to be alarmingly apparent.
Too much time Is taken In the tralning of
contestants for Intercollegiate honors. The
competitlon has become too sharp and
strong. Permissions are given by universi-
ty authorities for such long and frequent
journeys that the work of the student is
often seriously Interfered with. Further-
more, men are allowed enrollment in some
colleges whose almost exclusive Interest is
in athletics. It must be confessed that in
the excitement of a great victory college
and university students sometimes plunge
into serious dissipation. It {s plain that
these evils require the strong hand of col-
lege authority for their correction. The
sportsmanlike spirit is sometimes wanting
among the students themselves; they are
so eager for victory that they or thelr
friends fail sometimes In courtesy and gen-
tlemanliness. But “quality overdriven be-
comes defect;"” all good things have thelr
evil gides, and in estimating the present
condition of athletic life In our
there is too often a terdency to magnify
the evil and to minify the good.

The general trend of this larger and wise
athletic life Is teward maniiness, self-re-

straint and that physical vigor which is a
strong conditlon of success in life. .The
coilege and university are more and more
to glve tone and temper to the American
people. The “rage" for athletics will issue
in a preference for a large measure of out-
door living. The results are to be of ines-
timable advantage to the nation destined
to Lue primacy of the globe.

If T had the ear of the leading business
men of America I would whisper in it as
the wisest counsel I know to men over fifty
years of age, "“Golf first, and business af-

terward.”” This means longer lived, more
successful, happier and better American
citizens.

—_———— .
STANDARDS OF MEASUREMENT.

Variations in Different Siates and in

Various Countries of the World.
From the New Orleans Times-Democrat.

“The establishment of the bureau of
standards authorized by the recent session
of Congress means ultimately, though not
Immedliately, the adoption of a standard
United States bushel, ton and every other
weight and measure,” explained a gentle-
man who has taken great interest in the
legislation. *“*At present some states have
what is called a ‘short ton' and a ‘long ton,’
the former 2,000 pounds and the latter
2,240 pounds, though nearly all the states
which have legislated on the subject in
recent years have adopted a ton of 2,240
pounds as the standard. The United States
government has no standard ton, though in
all contracts when made there is a provis-
fon stating that the ton shall be 2240
pounds, even in states which have a stand-
ard of 2,000 pounds for a ton. The same is
true in regard to the bushel. There are a
lot of instances in which in the same state
the various counties have a different weight
stated as a bushel. It is to remedy all
these conditions and seeming contradle-
tions that a national standard is found to
be negessary. Of course the federal EOov-
ernment has no power to provide a stand-
ard of anything for a state without the
consent of the state, but It is understood
tl_mt. a8 the federal government is to pro-
vide a standard, there will be little or no
abjection to the adoption of that standard
by the various states. It means a work of
some years, however, for each state will
have to aceept the federal standard by an
expressed statute. It will be a good thing
for all concerned.

“When the standard weights and meas-
ures have been adopted coples of the same
will have to be distributed to each of the
State capitals, so that the pound, pint and
yard will have to be absolutely identical in
eiach and every state and all portions there-
of. The fact that the United States have
adopted a standard will have a great influ-
ernce in securing the acceptance of the
same In all the states, but {t eannot be
legalizedd in the states unless the states
themselves  legislate on the  subject
Strange as it may appear, the Britlsh gov-
ernment, though It has a standard yard,
pound and gallon, has no standard acre,
and an acre in many parts of the British
erripire means eonsiderably different from
what it means in other parts.

“The term ‘foot’ has but litile meaning,
though as a rule there are twelve inches
in every foot. The Inch, however, Is not
always the same. The Ameriean Inch, by
common consent—for there is no law on the
subject—is identical with the English inch.
One hundred German feet make 1036
American or English feet. The French
foot varies from ours also, though it is
the same practically. Though the gas
companles charge so much for every hun-
dred feet, and the electric light companies
so much for every hundred watts used,
there Is no standard gas foot or electric
watt in this country—that is, a legalized
standard. The gas company foot Is an ar-
bitrary thing settled to suit the gas com-
panies, the foot of hardly any two gas
companies in this country belng abso-
lutely  fdentleal.  To  standardize  such
things is the eventual work of the bureau
of standards. There is no standard what-
ever in connection with electrical measure-
ment, every electrie company working out
its own salvation and profit.'
=

PECCARIES,

HUNTING

Fine Sport Among Wild Pigs in the
Colorado Valley.
From the Chicago Journal.

A large party of sportsmen left Phoenix,
Ariz.,, Wednesday for a week's peceary
shooting on the lower Colorado river, and
from various points In the terrltory hunt-
ers are flocking toward that district, In
the thlck, and sometimes impenetrable, un-
derbrush, from Yuma to the mouth of the
Colorado, have gathered an immense num-
ber of the wild plgs, and only an occasion-
al hunter and a few Indians have been kill-
Ing them. Indeed, so fierce have the hogs
become that Indians and white hunters
alike declare that a contest with a panther
or bear {s no more perilous than a meeting
with a wounded boar in the dense under-
brush.

Of late the high water in the Colorado
has driven the porkers from the lowlands,
and in the open they fall an easy prey to
the rifle of the hunter. The Colorado now
Is at the highest point known in a decade,
the unusually heavy snows in the moun-
tains having put all the tributaries to the
big stream far out of thelr banks.

Last week a party of three from Phoenix
tobk a small boat from Yuma, and golng
thirty miles down the river dlsembarked,
and in two days killed more than 200 pigs.
They cured the meat and engaged Mex!-
cans to pack it to Yuma, from where it
was shipped to Kansas City.

The meat of the wild hog, living on a diet
of roots and wild graln, has a peecullarly
fine flavor, and is in great demand by epi-
cures. The Indiansg on the Mexican side of
the boundary line have been killing the plgs
by the thousands in the last two weeks and
white traders are buying up the meat and
shipping it out over Gulf of California
steamer lines.

The peccaries of the Colorado valley were
unknown fifteen years ago. About that time
Thomas Blythe, the millionaire Califor-
nian, made an effort to establish a colony
on the river near the Mexican line. Swine
raising was to be one of the principal
industries. Fine pigs were brought from
the north to start the business. The colony
was a faflure and most of the hogs were
turned loose. They took refuge in the river
bottoms, and out of the small beginning
have grown into herds of many thousands,

Constant’s Great Picture.
From Tearson’s Magazine,

It was {n 1869 that Benjamin Constant,
the great portrait painter, first exhibited in
the Paris Salon. I was scarcely four-and-
twenty at the time,” he says, “and, like
most novices, I fancied that the more ‘in-
tentlons’ the artist displays the better the
picture. 1 entitled my work ‘Too Late.' On
a bed in a bare room lay the dead body of
an artist, pale and wan. A figure repre-
senting Death held open the door through
which two female figures had just entered.
One, Fortune, held a casket in her hands;
the other, Glory, a wreath of laurel.”

“Was the picture successful?”’

“Buccessful! The success it had was ab-
solutely scandalous, principally, naturally,
among the younger generatlon of ecritics.
Every post brought me a flood of enthusli-
astic encomlums In prose and verse.

“Among the letters, one particularly im-
pressed me. It was written clearly by the
feeble, tremulous hand of age. The writer,
a professor of musical composition, con-
gratulated me warmly on my work, and de-
scribed, In elogquent and thrilling terms,
the emotion with which It had inspired
him. He would have liked, he said, to come
and see me, but he was worn and weary
with years, and he begged me, If I could
spare the time, to pay him a short visit.

“l was too deeply touched by the lettar
to dream of refusing the request, but I had
hardly set foot within the garret he lived
in before I started back, appalled at the
harrowing expression of surprise and dis-
fllusion I saw overspreading the poor, with-
ered face that had greeted me.

“ ‘What! he exclaimed. ‘You are as young
as that, while I have been representing yvou
to myself as a man buffetad by life's
storms, and, In your work, beheld the strug-

le of despair, the wild groan of one as un-
ortunate as I have been! What do I per-
celve Instead?—youth, health, rubicund
cheeks, eyes brimming over with hope! Your
“Too Late" touched me to the core; it was
the very image of my own life and destiny.
Now I realize that for you It was but a
means to attain success too soon. Qut of
my sight, you acoundrell” "

A Mixed Metaphor.
From the London Chronicle.

Regarding mixed metaphors (writes a cor-
respondent), I think that the following,
which I heard In an Oxford lecture room,
is hard to beat: “Willlam III's Dutch fol-
lowers looked upon England as a land
flowing with milk and honey; they crossed

the chancel solely for the purpose of filllng
their own pockets.”
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WHERE UNCLE SAM'S

UNCLE SAM'S CASH

Twelve Bookkeepers Keep Account of
Seven Hundred Millions a Year.

BIG FIGURES IN DAILY BALANCES

—_— e

The Work is Important and Like-

wise Arduous.
—_———— .

WARRANTDIVISION“BRAKE”
———

Wrltten for The Evenlug Star.
Uncle Sam will spend about
betwern July 1 and June &0 of next yvear.
All of that immense sum is accounted for
and ultimate record made of 1t by one st
of bookkeepers, twelve in number, in the
Treasury Department = Washington. By
these twelve men Unele Sam's dally eash
account is kept stralght, and every morn-
ing a balance is struck, showing how much
cash the government took in the day before
from Its wvarlous scurces of revenue, aml
how much was spent by the several depart-
ments, and giving the total of the remain-
ing cash in hand. Accompanying this daily
balance sheet Is a statement made up in
another division showing the character of
the money on hand, goeld, ellver and bank
notes. It Is an Interesting place, this
counting room of Uncle Sam, where the
state of the finances Is exhibited. A dozen
or g0 blg ledgers and an Immense day book,
known in business houses as a “blotter,”
contain the records. Thelr pages exhibit
every day exactly the amount of business
the government is dolng and whether Uncle
Sam's houschold expenses exceed his in-
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ceme or not. It must be understood, of
course, that these accounis are a final
summary of the business transacted and

that a4 thousand and one other books are
required for the detailed record in other
departments.
No Little Business,
Big figures are dealt in here. The book-
keepers make an entry of SID0000 as un-
concernedly as a merchant would enter a

ton of coal wr a grocer the sale of a
pound of tea to a ecredit customer. The
balances are jotted down in pencil and

the bookkeeper will report that “the Navy
Department has only 60,000,000 Jeft today
in an off-hand way, as if that were a smal)
item. Absolute sccuracy 1s reguired, of
course, and if one of these employes should
make an error in addition or subtraction

he would feel diseraced.

Here 138 a sample of the daily balance
sheet, which Is nrinted every morning and
laid open to public inspection,
was for May

Recelpts this day.

This one

2

810,222 24
BT7, 113,10
105,027 .54

Customs
Internal revenueC. ..ccssesssasnase
Miscellaneous ...ccoiesssorscssins

Total receipts...... S e ea e e Pl BOL3G208
Expenditures.

Civll and miscellaneous. ........ §705 000,00

WAD Liiawhsasssissssasiononssssa BU000.00
MNAVY -vicsnssssnsssrassessansens 100,000:00
Pensions ...cvesvcncnssesonasass  OO,000.00

Total expenditures............81,775,000.00

Excess of receiptsS. .o.vevennan. $20,302.00

In other columns on the same sheet are
the receipts aund expenditures for the
month and for the fiscal year up to date,
as well as a comparative statement for
the same period In the preceding year.

On another page of the exhibit 1s a state-
ment prepared Dy the treasurer's office,
showing the casn in the treasury. The cash
In the general fund was $239.356 70859,
Against this were liabilities such as out-
standing drafts, disbursing officers’ bal-
ances, etc.,, amounting to §83,326,415.01,
leaving an available cash balance of §156,-

Proaperity Marks,

There at a glance Is a statement of
Uncle Sam’'s daily business and running
cash account. Fortunately, It is a pretty
good statement and shows & prosperous
condition. Besides the wvaluable cash bal-
ance, what you might term the pin money
of the government, the statement also
shows that the ‘reasury contalns a little
matter of $15H0,000.(00) infuld coin and bul-
lion, a reserve fund, and a trifle of £771,-
592 089 in gold and silver, held for the re-
demption of the paper money current
throughout the country, making every piece
of greenback as zood as gold. Your Uncle
Samuel is not contemplating “going broke®
Just yet.

This section of the Treasury Department,
known as the warrant divislon, is a very
important branch of the government ser-
viece. It Is the brake on expenditures. Not
a dollar of the taxpayers’ money can be
spent untll one of these twelve bookkeepers
looks into his ledger to ascertain that the
account has not leen overdrawn. Then,
and not until then, the chief of the divi-
sion certifies the existence of a balance
to the credit of the particular account.

When Congress makes an appropriation
for the War Department, say, of S100,(8kr -

From Punch.
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THE ADVANTAGES OF E

ACCOUNTE ARE KEPT.

.| _._ — ——
000, a ledfer account is opened with the
departmeng, aad the account a8 credited
with that Bbum. Congress gives to cach of

the burcags a stipulated amount, and the

accounts fre &o (redited in the ledger.
When the Fecretary of War desires to draw
money togpay the officers and men he
sends to fhe treasury a requisition for
F100 000, fhr Instance, on account of the
pay and agowance of the army. The book-
keeper logks at the requisition. which
i= in thg form of a check, and turns
to his ledzer aceount to ses {if re is
Sl a0 feft. If s0, he charges the sum to
the accourft, and a warrant iIs slgned on the
treasurer $f the United States, who turns
the moneg over 1o the Secretary of War,
who therep fter makes a proper sas ming
to the degenated «flicialz who admit and
control tl expenditures It i therefore
ImpossibleR for any department of the gov-
ernment 0 get more n «y out of the

treasury tfan Congress has provided for it,

ias the wiicehfil bookkecpers know to a
penny howy the account stands every hour.
Carfful Seratiny Reguired.,

The work ot the bookkeopers I1s not only
Important§ bui viry ardusus The requl-
sitlons cofe piling In sometimes at a tre-
mendous Fate and each one has to be

scanned, ghe ledger consulted and eareful

subtracticg made. The hours of labor are
not long, from 8 o'clock am. untll 4 pom.,
with halff an hour for lunch two
principal Jookkespers recelve £2 100 5 vear
and ten Bt S a vear. They are all
experiensgl, -areful men, and of
them havg served long in the department,
The chief of the division gets a
vear, and §s & busy man. e has to inftial
every reduisitfon and warr for the
Secretary fof the Treasury would not slgn
a warranf without the red ink initials
showing ghat the paper had passed the

careful s
division.

The divigion performs other functions hes
sides keeffing T'nele Sam's daily cash ae-
count. Agthe beginning of every Congress
a statemefit .8 made showing the probable
needs of ghe several departments for the
coming yéar, and indicating the estimated
recelpts F the government. This 1= sent
to Congry 80 that the lawmak can

utiny of the veteran chicf of the

58,

rs

tell rv:n'lii_r how much money they will

probably Fhave to appropriate, and how

much is dgmanded for the next fiscal vear,
'L-— = .l —
HEATING MAHOGANY.

It in a fuerative Business in south

America.
From the M'w York Press,
The mafhogany hunter ia the most im-

portant a
tral and

d best-pald Iaborer In the Cene
nuth Amerlcan service, for upon

his skill gnd activity largely depends the
success of the season. The troes do not
grow In groups, but are scattered promiss
cuously ;l:m:;;h the forest and hidden In
the densefgrowth of underbrush, vines and
creepers, fand 1t requires skillful and ex-
perienced fwoodsmen to find them. To feil
a large mahopany tree is one day’s task
for two nfn. On account of the thorn-1ike
spurs whih project from the trunk at its
Lase, scaffolds are crected and the tree cut

off above §hese protuberances, which lvaves

a stump from ten o fifteen feet high, thus
wasting e best part of the tree. After
trimmingf the tree of its branches It is

hauled b means of a crude truck, with
oxen as fhotive power, to the bank of the
river. Tgere the logs are collected and
made reafy for the floods. On the longest
rivers thdse begin in June and July and on
others In Petober and Novemtber, The logs
are turncg adrift and when they reach tide-
water age caught by means of booms.
From thef boom the logs are taken to the
“embarcajlero” and prepared for shipment.

A tree fmakes from two to five logs,
nieasuring ten to eighteen feet In length
and fromjtweniy to twenty-four lnches in
diameter il or belng hewn.

There 1f a great range In the value of
mahogany titaber. ‘vhe poor grade of short
stock maj§ seidl as low as B cents for 1,00
fect, whil funcy materfal, used (n the
manufacig. 2 of tops of counters, may be
worth $3. for 1,000 feet, or even higher.
Previous fo the war in Cuba much mahog-
any was fshipped from the island to the
United Stites, and the trade has been re-
viving wjtlun the last two years. The
.y from this source is called the
* and is used in the manufacture
of fancy} furniture and for the interior
work of Bouses. The price of this vartety,
made on §n Inch Lasis, ranges from £140 to
£165 for §1,000 feet. Fine hard Mexican
mahogant, which is one of the most satis-
factory Kinds for fine furniture or interjor
work, Is $0ld according to the grade., Itis
a hard vood, of zood color, and finishes
well. TH: “firsts” and “'seconds™ in this
class of ftock are sold for about £160 for
1,000 feet §bhut when it is selected it is worth
from $174¢ to £200 for 1,000 feet., “Come
mons"” gef at from $110 to £145, and “culls”
(lowest @gradel at from $60 to £ The
soft Mexgean mahogany is not desirable,
and, In 1 grades, 1s worth from £ to
&5 for 1wy feet less than the hard va-
riety.

From Helnz an article of luxury, and
used onlyffor «xpensive work, mahogany is
becomingf one of the stable tinishing and
furniturefwoods of the Umited States, It is
not a ch§ap wood and undoubtedly never
will be, Hut even hLouses of moderate cost
may congain or more rooms finished
with ft, afid as a furniture woond it hes be-
come n sgandard. It Is reporied that one
of the ledling furniture factorics of Michi-
gan will fuse this year mohogany for N
;'re-r cent fof its product, and other furni-
Ture m:l&srs throughout the country are
making thedium-priced goods of this ma-
terial. use as a veneering is extensive,
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